"Intravascular lymphomatosis" (angioendotheliomatosis): evidence for a T-cell origin in two cases.
Intravascular lymphomatosis (IL) is a rare and potentially fatal multifocal intravascular proliferative disorder, most often involving the skin and the central nervous system. Originally considered an endothelial disorder, IL has recently been reclassified as an angiotropic lymphoma, most often of B-cell origin. We report immunocytochemical and ultrastructural findings in two patients with IL, both representing angiotropic T-cell lymphomas. In one patient, lesional tissue was examined by Southern blot analysis and monoclonal T-cell receptor rearrangement was found. As an additional feature in one patient, a myelosuppressive serum factor was demonstrated in peripheral blood progenitor cell cultures as the cause of underlying chronic anemia and leukopenia; this factor is thought to be a cytokine product of the lymphoma cells.